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THE “p.r.” letter bag. 


earnestness of aim.” The scope of such ait is limited indeed — nior 
so even than appears at first sight, the letters of the alphabet including 
constant repetition of similar forms but this points to its feasibility when 
the thing is looked into, as the “ habit ” aimed at would be all the more 
readily acquired. 

Aided by dots placed in small squares— these are better than the 
chequered lines we see in elementary schools— children of four years 0 f 
age could be taught to form an alphabet composed solely of straight lines 
which once learnt by heart — that is the point would afford them endless 
employment in the production of familiar words, while rooting them in the 
true proportions of the letters, i he next step would be the mastering of 
the circular curve, in quarters first, but finally leading to “ Giotto’s O.” 
Though a great step in advance, if taken as a daily exercise , this would 
be fairly mastered in no long time ; and then your patient pupil has little 
to do but apply his skill in the formation of an alphabet which would serve 
all purposes for the rest of his life , made up, with few exceptions of 
such curves and straight lines only. 

The small letters learnt carefully, as above, no real difficulty need be 
feared as to capitals— taught, one by one, as required, on a plan of the 
same kind. 

Should your correspondent care for a copy of the alphabets suggested 
I shall be happy to send it, with any other information desired. 

Yours truly, S. A. Miller, 

the Gables,” Horley, Surrey. 


Dear Editor,— It may interest your readers to know that the little 
class working in the P.R.S. is succeeding very well. As my former letter 
appeared when most people were holiday making, and therefore disinclined 
to think of school arrangements for their children, it may be useful to 
reiterate that this was started with the object of combining the methods of 
P.R.S. with the advantages of school life and companionship. At present 
it is conducted by one student from the House of Education, but we hope 
as our numbers increase to be able to engage another. We have still 

severa vacancies, and can take children from six to ten to work in three 
classes of the P.R.S. 


Yours faithfully, H. Franklin. 


BOOKS. 


We have received for review, from Messrs. Allen & Sons 

A Little Brown Pebble [by S. L. Pumphrey, price, 3*. 63.). The Pebble tells its 
own tale to a child and tells it well and brightly. The illustrations are ascinating 
Little Women and Little Women Married (by L. Alcott, 2 vols., i8x ) A really 
beautiful edition, with most artistic illustrations. 7 

Half Hours with the Microscope (by E. Lankester, 2x. 6 d. plain, 4 .t. (>d. coloured. 
A delightful little guide shewing the structure and usj of the instrument and what to 
see in various half hours in the garden, country, etc. 

Camp and Studio , 60, and Wanderings of a War Artist , bs. (by Irving 
Montague). Capital reading for intelligent young people, advanced in their teens, 
keen for knowledge and equally keen to be in touch with life. 

Six Children's Plays 6 d. each, or bought together, is. b d.) The author is to be 
congratulated on producing half-a-dozen very pretty plays for children. 

The Kindergarten at Home (by E. Shirreff, 3 s. 6d.) Miss Shirreff has done 
good service to mothers in giving them this capital volume. 


From the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge: — 

Hymns and their Stories (by A. E. C., 2^.) An extremely thoughtful and 
interesting study of Christian Hymnology. 

Prayers for Young People (by K. L H., 6d.) A little volume to be heartily 
commended. 

Attila and his Conquerors (by Mrs. Charles, 3. s . 6 d.) This is a work of historical 
fiction which all young people should read, marking the events in their date chart. 

Sunday Evening (by M. Hallett, is.) Plain, practical, thoughtful, devotional 
readings, which should be a real help to girls, say after confirmation. 

Noble Womanhood (by Barnett Smith, 55.) Well written and very interesting 
short biographies of eight of the noble women of the passing generation. 

The Dawn of Day (A nnual for 1 894, lx.) A useful magazine for kitchen and cottage. 


'rom the Religious Tract Society. The following annuals fur 1894 
"he Leisure Hour (;x. 6 d.) The Bovs Own Annual (8x.) The Sunday at 
ne (7>. bd.) The Girls Own Annual (8r.) Four capital volumes of profitable 
entertaining reading for the family. We should like to remind mistresses that 
ift of one or all of these volumes would add much to the happiness o 

vants’ Hall _ ~ c j * \ 

^Opular Natural History for Boys and Gu Is (by AN • J- orc ... ^ 

ly admirable Natural History, »P to date, »errtific, ye. brtgb.ly rrtdten and 

Testing, and not too big. Everett Green, 5#. ) 

r he Family. Some Reminiscences of a Housek < ) , . 

vholesome and very interesting tale, which girls m t tn *** The story 

Ihe Good Shepherd. 2 The Life of the Savour for Children (ix.) 

imply and reverently told. Pictures from the o c mas ® rs - , () f Mj S s 

Eighteen Stories fir Girls (ax. 6rf.) The hrst pretty a httie m sty 
"-ins, but the stones, by different authors, are curiously ™ W .) We 
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books. 


The Householder's Treasure or Things New and Old (by the R ev . F 
BounliJIon, ( 2 s. 6d.) A very suitable book where, for instance, the mistress reads 
to her servants on Sunday afternoon. 

From Messrs Cassell 6c Co. : — 

Bene ith the Banner. Being Aarratives of Noble Lives and Brave Deeds (by 
F. J. Cross, is.) Profoundly interesting tales of Christian heroism. 

Do our readers know Messrs. Cassell’s National Library, with its charming 
editions of the Classics, at 3d. a volume in paper, 6 d. in cloth. We have received— 
Human Nature , by Bishop Butler, The Legends of St. Patrick, Sintiam and 
Companions , The Shepherd* s Calendar , Egypt and Scythia , The Banquet of 
Plato , Undine , Sermons on the Card , Battle of the Books , all favourite classics 
too well known to need comment from us. 

Little Folks. Annual for 1893. Charming as ever, always popular with children 


[Owing to unavoidable circumstances connected with the printing it is 
that “Aunt Mai’s Annual Budget” is delayed.] 


Dear Editor, — In the magazines of the last two months the articles 
that I think most likely to attract the attention of parents is that entitled 
“Babiesand Monkeys,” by Mr. S. S. Buchman, in the Nineteenth Century 
for November. The resemblances the biologist discovers in the structure 
and habits of the two animals named, are, whatever indignant mothers 
may say, most interesting. 


on “ the bible 


In the same number is a valuable article by Dr. Fi ___ 

in Elementary Schools.” This was written primarily in view of the recent 
School Board Election in London, but contains much that is suggestive 
under all circumstances. 

The Pall Mall Gazette this month has published two articles on the 
Sins of the Secondary Schoolmaster.” The first pointed out that nearly 
all of them begin and continue teaching without the slightest study of 
teaching as an art. The second (December 8th) dealt with the results of 
their work as tested by the Local Examinations of the Universities and the 
College of Preceptors, which results the writer has not much difficulty in 
proving to be lamentably deficient. 

1 he Daily Chronicle of December 6th contained a highly appreciative 
account of a visit paid by a representive to the class-rooms in Arundel 
ticet, where are the English headquarters of M. Gouin’s system of 
teac ing languages. If anything were needed to make me resolve at the 
vei v irst oppoitunity to avail myself of this delightful method of teaching 
in German, this article would have decided me. 

tom a recent issue of the Daily Chronicle I also cut a review of the 
our books by Misses Zimmern, Burstall, Bramwell, and Hughes and Page, 
FHnr^+ re Sent Amer * ca b y tbe Gilchrist Trustees to report on Secondary 
edn rxtlT sr V at J C ° Untry * J hey are struc 'k by the greater keenness for 
advantatro t ^ ere ’ tbe exc ellence of the discipline, and by the 

attention rf °i 6 co ‘ e ducation of the sexes, above all by the far greater 
paid there to English literature and history than here. 


BOOKS. 
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From the Times (November 30th) I quote the opinion of Archbishop 
Walsh that the Parliamentary grant for Education was that part of our 
national expenditure from which we obtained the most inadequate return. 
Education, he said, did not consist of teaching children a lot of information 
from books, they had to face a fact that they had never faced, but there 
was very little training which would fit boys for their future work in life. 

The Pall Mall Gazette in reporting a case of the poisoning of a boy in 
Norfolk through eating belladonna berries in ignorance of their nature 
points the same moral : “ Boys and girls are compelled to go to school, 
and at enormous expense .... taught the sort of stuff that leads them to 
hate country life, and gives them no help in getting on elsewhere. The 
system . . . • is an absolute failure. Mr. Forster never contemplated that 
a quarter of a century after his Act was passed its effects would be that an 
educated village boy is definable as one who cannot plough, and a well- 
schooled girl as one with a mind above domestic service.” 

Turning to more personal matters, I see in the Republique Franqaise 
(November 6th) an account of Dr. Reddie’s School at Abbotsholme, which, 
however, the writer supposes to be in Kent ; and in the Daily Chronicle of 
November 30th a brilliant tribute to the powers of a tried friend of the 
P.N.E.U., Canon Daniel, on the occasion of his leaving the Battersea 
Training College. I am also glad to record that another good friend of 
our work, Rev. J. H. Ellison, has been appointed to the Vicarage of 
Windsor. 

The British Weekly of November 29th gives the titles of a number of 
books of Bible Stories that will doubtless be useful to many. 

Pater Junior. 


